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“Brothers and sisters, in view of all we have just 
shared about God’s compassion, I encourage you to 
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to 
God and pleasing to him. This kind of worship is 
appropriate for you. Don’t become like the people of 
this world. Instead, change the way you think. Then 
you will always be able to determine what God 
really wants—what is good, pleasing, and perfect.” 
Romans 12:1-2 GW

Dear Christian Friends,
 We have been rescued from sin, death, and the power of Satan 
in our lives! Therefore, I urge you as my brothers and sisters in Christ to 
choose to learn more about and live each day in the light of this Christian 
Faith. Choose to make it a stronger foundation for your financial, parental, 
marital, and congregational life. “Living the Faith” is the title of a new op-
portunity for us all to grow stronger as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 Beginning Thursday, September 19 from 6 - 8 Salem is offering a 
special series of opportunities for learning how to live in the victorious 
life that God has designed for us all!  We will gather in the Fellowship Hall 
(a.k.a. the Church basement) at 6 p.m. each Thursday for some refreshments 
and then around 6:15 disperse to our designated location for one of the four 
small group studies we are offering this year: 
‘Financial Peace University’
‘Marriage Builders’
‘Grace-based Parenting’
‘I am a Church Member - What does that mean?’
Child Care will be provided upon request. 
Living out your Christian faith in new and profound ways will bless you and 
the people you love.  I would like to encourage you to make a concerted ef-
fort this year to grow with me through these new opportunities. 

God is good, all the time!

Pastor Eric Goodwin
John 3:16-17

Fall 2019



Spaghetti Dinner
HELP NEEDED 

Contact the church office 592-4893. 
In order to continue our Spaghetti 
Dinner ministry this year we need a 
new leader to step forward. Please prayerfully consider 
serving Jesus and our community in this way.

PreSchool News

Salem’s Official Acts for the past quarter:
Baptisms: 
Frank Hayden June 30, 2019 
Daniel Jackson Eric Morgan, August 11, 2019
Autumn Snyder, August 25, 2019

Weddings: 
Nicole Achtyl & Brandon Ingram June 22, 2019 
Jared Benkelman & Jenna Crabb July 13, 2019
Stephen E. Golembiewski III & Kaitlyn McCarthy 
 September 7, 2019

Christian Education:
Sunday School, September 8 at 9:00 am. Children are 
asked to gather in the sanctuary where you will meet 
your teachers and join in the opening. (Pre-K - Grade 5)
Pre K - K Mary Snyder & Carrie Goodwin, Grades 1 & 
2 Linda Achtyl, Grades 3 & 4 Sandi Hammond, Grade 5 
Emily Goodwin

Confirmation - Grades 6 - 7 Classes begin September 
8 in the meeting house, downstairs. Lead by Pastor 
Goodwin and Jacquie Glenn

Confirmed Youth: Grades 8 - 12 September 8 at 9:00 am 
in the meeting house, upstairs. Lead by Lora Goodwin

Adult Bible Study - Sunday morning at 9:15 am in the 
Social Room. We continue our study in the book of 
Revelation lead by Matt Fanton

Adult Bible Study - Wednesday afternoons at 1 :00 pm 
in the sanctuary. We are studying the Book of Daniel 
lead by Pastor Goodwin

SLP school age project 
The school age children who attended Salem Lutheran 
Preschool’s summer program collected items for 
birthday boxes. This summer, the children have focused 
on exploring the community and ways they can show 
kindness to others. The birthday boxes contain a 
cake mix, frosting and many party items to create an 
opportunity for families who may struggle to celebrate a 
loved one’s special day. The children were able to donate 
10 boxes to the Trading Post, who will distribute them 
through the food pantry.

Substitute Teachers Needed:
Our Sunday School ministry is growing. We are in need 
of more substitute teachers for this year. Please prayer-
fully consider serving Jesus and the children in this way.

Reformation Celebration!!
Sunday,  October 27
Special music and a potluck 
luncheon after worship.  Join 
us as we honor Ruth Frank 
for her upcoming 100th 
birthday.



CHOIR -
 Practice begins on September 
22nd for this season in the balcony 
after church. 
We will sing together for the first time 
this season on Sunday, September 
29th. 

See Carol Goodwin if you are interested.

Thanksgiving
Our ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING 
DINNER 
will be held November 28th 3:00 - 6:00 pm. 
Please consider helping, donating or joining us for this 
special event.

Golf Outing Update
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL EVENT! 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO 
HELPED OR PARTICIPATED IN 
THE GOLF OUTING. We had a great 

turn out, 59 people golfed that day and we were able to 
donate $4,422.50 to the Daycare & Preschool Center.

Vacation Bible School

ROAR!  Life is Wild... 
God is Good. 
we had a great time this 
summer at VBS! 
Approximately 70 
children attended and 
enjoyed the week.  

Got Purpose?
Take the Spiritual Gift inventory (S.H.A.P.E. test) to 
help you discover God’s purpose for your life at website  
www.freeshapetest.com.  At the end of the spiritual gift 
assessment, for the church leader’s email address, please 
use Pastor Goodwin’s:  pastorgwin777@gmail.com 
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If you are interested in sharing your testimony with us, please call or email the church office

A Testimonial...
I recently returned from training with over 350 other pastors and congregation leaders at a Stephen 
Series Leader’s Training Course (LTC) held in Pittsburgh, PA.  I attended the one-week training 
event hosted by the St. Louis-based Stephen Ministries organization. Participants came from across 
the U.S., Australia, and Canada to learn how to implement and direct Stephen Ministry, a system of 
Christian caregiving, in their congregations.
I was trained as a Stephen Leader at the event. One of my next steps will be to recruit, select, and train 
members of Salem Lutheran Church to be Stephen Ministers, the ones who will provide one-to-one 
care. The Stephen Leaders will then match each Stephen Minister with an individual in need of care 

and provide the Stephen Ministers with ongoing supervision and continuing education.
Stephen Ministry began in 1975 when Dr. Kenneth C. Haugk, a pastor and clinical psychologist in St. Louis, Missouri, 
trained parishioners to help meet the needs for care in his congregation. The ministry was so successful that other 
congregations became interested, and Haugk founded the Stephen Ministries organization. Since then, more than 13,000 
congregations have become involved in Stephen Ministry. They represent over 170 Christian denominations and come 
from all 50 states, 10 Canadian provinces, and 30 other countries.
 “One of the highlights of the LTC was that people from dozens of denominations set aside their differences for seven 
days and became unified in a single mission: how to bring Christ’s healing love to hurting individuals,” said Lucy Leader.
During my training, I was able to connect with leaders from congregations both large (over 2000 members) and small. I 
met people from as far away as Australia, and as close as West Seneca. I learned about how well our ministry is doing, 
and where we may find room to soar with it! Over the next few months, you may be approached by a Stephen Leader or 
Stephen Minister about our program and how you may be able to help this caregiving ministry grow.
For more information about Salem Lutheran Church’s Stephen Ministry, contact Pastor, Lois Kenyon, or myself. 

Melissa Fanton


