
“This is the day the LORD has made; let 
us rejoice and be glad in it.”
    - Psalm 118:24

  Have you ever said, “I can’t wait for 
this week to be over?” How about, “This is the 
worst day ever!” How many days have you just 
“wanted to get through it?”
  Psalms 118 reminds us that each day 
we have, is a day created by God. It is a day we 
should rejoice in, a day we should be happy. It 
is not a day where we should be overwhelmed 
by the stress of our lives, but a day that we 
should be praising and thanking God.

 Psalm 118 reminds us that everyday we have is a gift. A day to be treasured, 
because we do not know if it will be our last. Every day is a day we are able to 
share God’s love, and His joy.
 Our challenge is that many days we are not filled with joy. Many days we do 
not smile at the new day, just because it exists. We do not remember the mystery 
and beauty of each day of life. Instead, we take the gifts we have for granted, and 
we grumble.
 We complain about having too much paperwork, too much homework, an 
unhappy boss or employee, our hours... We tell people how bad our day is going...
 And yet, the most afflicted Christians in the Scriptures spoke of how “joyful” 
they were. Christians who were jailed, beaten, and killed because of their beliefs. 
In Acts 2:28, Luke says:
 “You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence.”
 Shouldn’t that be the attitude we all have? Shouldn’t we be grateful for being 
able to know God? To have a personal relationship with him? To have another 
day in his presence? Shouldn’t we be grateful that we have another day to spend with our friends and family?
 We struggle to have this proper attitude. Our spirits hunger for it, but we do not seem to have the strength to make it 
stay. We fall short of this right spirit.
 Only God can give us the strength and faith needed for this attitude. Join me and ask Him to provide it today, just 
like the Psalmist in Psalm 51:
 “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and 
take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.”
 We can have this attitude! Ask God to give it to you and experience the joy of His blessings today!

Pastor Eric Goodwin
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ANNUAL GOLF  OUTING
The Third Annual Golf Outing will be 
on Sunday, August 18th at the Concord
Crest Golf Course.  Watch for sign up 
details.

Annual Church 
Picnic
Our annual Church Picnic 
will be held on Sunday, July 
21 at the Springville Field 
and Stream on White st.  
Lunch begins at noon, bring a dish to pass and your 
own place setting.

A MAGICAL MOTHER’S DAY 
DINNER
   Our 70th Mothers Day banquet was held on May 
8th with a delicious meal and great entertainment from 
“It’s Magic Of Course”.  Ted Burbynski and his magical 
friends were enjoyed by all who attended. 

PreSchool News

Our  youth group and a few confirmands attended 
Camp Pioneer in May for a Spring Retreat. This year’s 
theme was “Salty & Lit”.   

Youth included:  Carrie Goodwin, Abby Goodwin, Sam 
Goodwin, Devin Hitchcock, Andreya Hitchcock, Sarah 
Weber, Adelaide Weber and Sarah Powenski and chap-
erones, Lora Goodwin & Michael Weber

Spring Retreat at Camp Pioneer

Our Preschool  & Child Care Center hosted an Art 
Show To celebrate the month of the young child. 

Thank You!! 
 to Salem’s Rummage Sale for donating your proceeds to 
the center, it is greatly appreciated.  

Hot Dog Ministry
Our hot dog ministry resumed on 
Wednesday, June 19 and will continue on 
Wednesdays from 5-7 (except July 3).  All 
are welcome!!



Easter Egg Hunt Family Celebration
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt was great fun for all.  The 
children enjoyed the petting zoo, crafts and coloring 
activities along with a special visit from the Easter 
Bunny!!  A Hot Dog lunch was provided for all.  Sheep 
from the petting zoo, lots of families enjoying the event.  
Due to inclement weather the egg hunt was held in the 
sanctuary pews. 

Confirmation 2019

The Confirmation Class of 2019 celebrated Pentecost 
and were confirmed on June 9, 2019.  Back row Tyler 
Hammond, Mackenzie Offerbeck, Graeden Heichberger, 
Russell Maul, front row Andreya Hitchcock, Daron 
Kephart, Anthony Maul, Sarah Powenski.  We were 
especially blessed to have Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher the 
LCMS Eastern District President, here that day to help 
us celebrate the event.  Congratulations to this class.  

Congratulations!
Go out to our 2019 graduates, Jonathan 
Boberg, Luke Goodwin and Billy Snyder 
for a job well done!!

July 22 - 26, 2019 
9:00 - 11:30 AM

Salem Lutheran Church & Preschool
91 W. Main St., Springville

Ages 3 to Grade 5
To Register Call 592-4893 or Register Online

https://vbspro.events/p/events/salemlutheranchurch
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If you are interested in sharing your testimony with us, please call or email the church office

A Testimonial - Mary Irish
Having been raised in Lancaster, New York, I attended St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church for Sunday 
school and two years of confirmation classes.  I had an extensive religious education. What I lacked in 
true understanding and spiritual awareness soon began to be revealed to me through life experiences as I 
attempted to engage in the teenage and adult worlds.

My father had died of cancer when I was 10 years old.  Because he was my anchor, I was adrift and 
looking for love and attention.  When puberty bloomed, I found boys to be very interested in me owing 
to my need for attention.  I became pregnant at age 14 and gave birth to a baby boy at 15 whom I gave up 

for adoption. My pastor at this time came to the hospital and told me I was a sinner and needed to reform.  This was the 
beginning of a long series of unfortunate experiences.   I went away from the church and did not return for many years.   

My compass was set for self-defeating choices that served to bring me to depression and failure.  It was in 1978 that I 
attended Salem Lutheran Church in Springville, NY for the candle light service on Christmas Eve and prayed to the Lord 
surrendering my soul to him because I could no longer face my own misery and poor choices.  The Lord answered and 
my life began to change.   I asked for a man to love that I would cherish and be faithful to.  (Tom Irish had been in the 
church that night although I was not aware of it.)  The lord aligned circumstances so that I would be reacquainted with 
Tom, whom I had known in high school.  Events combined to bring us together and ultimately marry.  

We have loved and supported one another for 40 years as the Lord intended and today we have a deep and meaningful 
relationship with our faith at its core.

Mary Jane Irish


